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Commission Urges The Commission on Education and International Affairs, long 
Free Access For interested in broadening cultural and educational contacts 
Russian Visitors between nations, joined with many other like-minded Americans 


in applauding the Department of State's conclusion, January 
28, 1958, of a cultural exchange agreement with the Soviet Union. 

The applause was rather quickly tempered, however, when it was found that the initial 
flow of Soviet citizens under the agreement confronted restrictions on their free travel 
within the United States. These restrictions, first applied by the United States Govern- 
ment on January 3, 1955, to the travel of Soviet "civilians", as distinguished from and 
in addition to Soviet military and diplomatic personnel, had been imposed by the Department 

of State in retaliation for limitations on the travel of American citizens previously 
decreed by the Soviet Union within its own territory. | 
Aside from questions of principle, of deep concern to.the Commission, the practical 
application of these travel restrictions has resulted in absurdities only relieved from | 
time to time by special exceptions granted by the Department of State. | 
For example, a visiting Soviet educator may be met at Idlewild Airport in New York | 
to be conveyed to Washington by automobile - but only by a selected and restricted route. 
His car may not, for instance, pass over the Conowingo Dam which bridges the Susquehanna 
River on US Route #1, not evidently because the dam is proscribed for security reasons 
but rather because it happens to lie on a barred highway. His car may, however, traverse 
the highway bridge ten miles south which, although it lies adjacent to two railway 
bridges, happens to carry US Route #40, an approved highway. 
Although the Soviet visitor may have stopped at the University of Pennsylvania on 
his way through, he may not drive the few miles south and west to visit Swarthmore | 
| 


College. If, after leaving Washington, he sojourns for the week-end at the University 
of Chicago, he cannot without special exception accept an invitation to relax on the 
lake shore. Nor, can he go on to nearby institutions such as the University of Michigan 
or Michigan State, 

Should those who plan a Soviet educator's trip wish to route him to New England, 
they must omit Wellesley and Smith Colleges, not to mention Trinity, Bowdoin, or Brown 
University. If, on the other hand, he expresses an interest in the west coast, the 
University of Oregon can receive him, but not the State College of Washington. The city 
of San Francisco appears alternately to be within and without the ban, depending on such 
matters as the proximity of the Bolshoi Ballet. Examples could be multiplied. 

It is important to stress that the Department of State adduces no "security" reasons 
for these restrictions. It's consistent position in this matter is retaliatory. It 
emphasizes that the restrictions must be maintained as a "quid pro quo” in negotiating 
with the Soviets for modification or total abolition of mutual restrictions on each . 
other's citizens. Since January 1959, when the travel limitations were initially im- 
posed, the Department has carried on negotiations with the Soviet Government looking to- 


ward such modification or abolition. 

In considering these developments, the Commission has made clear to the Department 
of State that it is alarmed at what appears to be a violation of fundamental principles 
of American democracy in the imposition of these restrictions. It has drawn attention to 
the questionable wisdom associated with promoting cultural exchanges and, at the same 
time, limiting their realization. The Commission has stressed that no “iron curtain" 
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pockets of prohibition ought to exist in this country and that, in point of fact, 
the United States would gain enormously in the eyes of other nations were it 
unilaterally to abandon the whole concept. 

In the initial stages of the Commission's communication with the Department 
of State in this matter, it determined not to draw special attention to the 
problem within the academic community, on the ground that such action might 
conceivably jeopardize the pending negotiations with the Soviets. In view, how- 
ever, of the lack of negotiating progress to date, with the Department's know- 
ledge and in the absence of any known direct Department objection to such action, 
the Commission now draws this problem to the attention of colleges and universities 
generally. 

There follows the text of the Commission's formal Resolution on this subject, 
dated May 21, 1958. This Resolution was transmitted to the Secretary of State 
with a letter from President Arthur S. Adams, dated June 23, 1958: 


RESOLUTION BY THE COMMISSION ON EDUCATION AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
OF THE AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATION CONCERNING FREEDOM OF 
MOVEMENT FOR EXCHANGE VISITORS FROM THE U.S.S.R. 


The Commission on Education and International Affairs of the American 
Council on Education has noted with satisfaction the progress which has been 
made in the development of a cultural exchange program between the U.S.S.R. and 
the United States. It hopes that the recent agreement will be only the first 
step toward considerably expanded exchange activities with Russia in the future. 

In order that the portion of the program affecting Russian visitors to this 
country may have maximum effectiveness, it is essential that these visitors gain 
knowledge and understanding of the American way of life, not merely from what 
they are told, but primarily from what they actually experience. The Commission 
believes that they should be permitted to enjoy to the greatest possible extent 
the freedoms which American citizens take for granted. 

Freedom of movement is one of those fundamental rights characteristic of 
life in the United States. The Commission on Education and International Affairs, 
therefore, notes with concern that Russians coming to this country under the 
recently signed technical, cultural, and educational agreement will be affected 
by special restrictions which were originally established for Russian diplomats 
to match restrictions on our diplomats in the U.S.S.R. In the light of available 
information, the Commission considers that freedom of movement for Russian visitors 
would be advantageous to the United States, regardless of any restrictions on 
travel that the U.S.S.R. may impose on American citizens in Russia. This country 
has the opportunity, the Commission believes, to demonstrate a significant differ- 
ence between life in the free world and life in areas where such freedoms are not 
enjoyed. 

It is therefore recommended that the United States Government in conducting 
cultural exchange programs with the Soviet Union impose no restrictions on the 
movement of Russian visitors which are not considered essential, in the interest 
of national security, for visitors from other foreign countries. 


Committee Considers The proposed Veterans Readjustment Assistance Act of 
New G. I. Legislation 1959, S. 1138, was discussed at length by the 
Committee on Relationships of Higher Education to 
the Federal Government at its April 2 meeting. In general this bill would revive 
educational benefits, vocational rehabilitation training, and other provisions 
of P. L. 550 and related acts, and apply them to persons performing active duty 
in the armed forces after January 31, 1955. Hearings on this bill are being 
held by the Armed Services Committee of the Senate, and the Council was requested 


to offer testimony. 

After thorough discussion of the differences between the conditions which were 
met by the previous G, I. bills and the conditions which prevail today, the 
committee voted unanimously that there is no compelling reason, from an educational 
point of view, for taking a position on this legislation. Consequently, no testi- 
mony will be presented on behalf of the Council. 


Overseas Training Senator Fulbright's proposal that the National Defense 
Program Approved education Act be amended to provide advanced training in 


foreign countries for teachers of modern foreign languages 
was considered on April 2 by the Council's Committee on Relationships of Higher 
Education to the Federal Government. In presenting his bill, S. 1205, on the floor 
of the Senate, Senator Fulbright explained its purpose as follows: 


"I_am, therefore, introducing a bill which will add to the National Defense 
Education Act a new program, under which a teacher of a modern foreign language 
could, during the summer months, go to a country in which that language is spoken 
and could there study the lan e, the histo and the culture of the country, 
under appropriate conditions and surroundings. The foreign expenses of the program 
would be paid from the foreign currencies made available to the United States under 
such programs as Public Law 480, the Mutual Security Act, and the Economic Cooper- 
ation Act. Dollar appropriations would be authorized to pay stipends to prevent 
the teacher from suffering a financial loss by not obtaining a job in the United 
States during the summer," 

In the committee discussion it was brought out that similar programs now in 
existence are sometimes ineffective because they permit teachers who go overseas 
to spend most of their time with other Americans and thus to evade the acquisition 
of experience with foreign cultures. It was pointed out that the administrative 
arrangements for the program:would therefore be of critical importance in assuring 
that the worthy objective might be achieved. With this general reservation, the 
committee approved Senator Fulbright's proposal in principle. 


249 Alumni Magazines The alumni of 249 colleges, universities, and indepen- 
Feature the Faculty dent secondary schools in the United States and Canada 


are receiving a dividend in the current issues of their 
alumni magazines. A special 16-page supplement dealing with the college teacher 
and his importance to society has been inserted in each of these magazines. 

The supplement will reach more college-trained people than any previous 
periodical in the history of American publishing. The total circulation will be 
2,160,000 copies. 

The special report is entitled "The College Teacher, 1959." It shows the 
problems and rewards of those who teach in higher education. Among other things, 
the report demonstrates that it is actually the college teacher himself who under- 
writes the cost of higher education through a low income far out of proportion to 
current living costs. At the same time, through the eyes of a typical professor, 
it shows the reason so many people choose the profession. And it includes a check- 
list for alumni, indicating what part they can play in assuring that their colleges 
can continue to equip young people with the tools of future leadership. 

Costs of producing the centrally-printed supplement were borne by the 2h9 
participating institutions. Editorial expenses were met in part by a grant from 


the Carnegie Corporation of New York. The American Alumni Council endorsed the project. 


Perkins Urges Increase If higher education has to secure the money it needs 
in Government Support either from students or from government, the proper 


course is to turn to government, according to 
President John A. Perkins of the University of Delaware, former Undersecretary of 
Health, Education, and Welfare. "Higher Education does not lend itself to being 


| 
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sold to individuals," he says in the April issue of the Educational Record, 

Charging students the full cost of their education, as advocated by some 
economists,would benefit a few highly endowed institutions rather than higher 
education as a whole, Dr. Perkins charges. The plan "would not lead to the 
greater educational strength in a greater number of institutions, which the 
country so much needs. The heavily endowed, renowned universities and colleges, 
which could afford to charge the most and whose present costs are high, have a 
built-in subsidy. They would have an opportunity to rig tuition as their singular 
self-interest required. On the other hand, colleges that are poorest and often 
with small endowments and needing increased enrollment, to provide a truly sound 
education at something like an optimum per-student cost of instruction, would have 
to charge the highest fees," 

Dr. Perkins quotes Jefferson and Lincoln as advocates of the "public support 
approach to secure the needed funds for higher education. Investment in individ- 
uals - and education is of this nature-is traditionally in the public domain... 
Investment therein is quite as important to our industrial society, and in terms 
of net profit the actual return is far greater than investment in refineries, 
steel furnaces, or distillation plants.” 

In summary, he says, "The nub of the solution is public funds for higher 
education. Tuition, endowment income, and annual giving by all present partici- 
pants should increase to better support higher education, but public grants must 
also come in larger amounts from a system of taxation which automatically takes a 
prorated share of increasing gross national income for public purposes to be 
distributed in accordance with relative need. On such a basis, higher education 
will assuredly get its share if higher education itself has done its job in 
making wise leaders." 

In other articles in the same issue, President Deane W. Malott of Cornell 
discusses the challenge from higher education in the Soviet Union; President 
Eric A. Walker of Pennsylvania State University considers the basic problem of 
educational quality in quantity; and Vice President Edward D. Eddy, Jr., of the 
University of New Hampshire writes of the purposes of the American college. 


Projects Abroad Education Without Boundaries, containing the addresses and 
Subject of Book summary of proceedings of the Conference on University Con- 
tracts Abroad held in Washington, D. C. on November 13-14, 
1958, has recently been published by the Council. Copies have been sent to con- 
stituent and institutional members. The 68-page booklet reproduces in full the 
major conference speeches, among them, "Observations on Foreign Relations of 
American Universities", by Dean Rusk, president of the Rockefeller Foundation, and 
"The Educational Challenge in Underdeveloped Countries" by Leonard J. Saccio, acting 
director of the International Cooperation Administration. The summary of the 
Conference working sessions deals primarily with the long-term nature of university 
and government involvement in overseas programs. Additional copies of Education 


Without Boundaries may be obtained at $1.00 from the Publications Division of the 
Council. 
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Please note that OSIR does NOT have for distribution either the questionnaires 
or reports mentioned below. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: 


a. If an address is given, please write direct to that address. 


b. If an address is not given, write to OSIR and the address will 
be sent to you. } 


(Work Conditions) QR 1286 - A 4-page questionnaire has been circulated 


by the Association for Higher Education, National Education Association, 
1201 - 16th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. The title is: "Conditions 
of work for college faculty and administrators (other than tenure, 
salaries and retirement)." 


(Employee Assistance) QR 1290 - refers to "a nation-wide survey" to 
determine the extent to which state jurisdictions assist their employees 

in furthering their formal education, to analyze the differences in 
programs, to determine the rationale under which the programs were 
instituted and the effect on existing in-service training programs. The 
questionnaire was sent to state Civil Service Commissions. However, 

some university systems were queried "as to the prevalence of such programs 
for academic and non-academic personnel, since university personnel were 
felt to represent a special category of state employees." 


(Social Studies) QR 1268 - A questionnaire sent to "almost 2000 high 

school and college teachers" in the United States "to discover the 
professional opinions of those who are working with evaluation in social 
studies classrooms."' Two forms, each of 8 pages, are used. One concentrates 
on "ideal" and "reasonable now" practices; the other on "your practice." 


(Social Science Research) QR 1279 - Q758 - A questionnaire "sent to each 
scholar known to be conducting research on a foreign area, using the 
techniques of any of the social sciences."' About 5000 individuals receive 
the form. QR 1279 - Q766 is a mimeographed form, sent to the chairman 

of social science departments, requesting names and research topics, of both 
faculty or graduate students, of research underway or completed in the 
previous year. The results are published and distributed by the External 
Research Division, Department of State, Washington 25, D.C. to the chairmen 
of appropriate departments in the universities, to libraries, and to other 
research scholars whose interests relate to the subject matter of the lists. 
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(Nursing Education) QR 1287-Q760 and QR 1287-Q761 are questionnaires sent 
to Deans and Directors of New England Collegiate Programs of Nursing 
Education by the New England Board of Higher Education, 31 Church Street, 
Winchester, Massachusetts. Q760 is a 4-page exploratory questionnaire to 
identify the problem areas and to gather suggestions for solving problems 
in the nursing education field. Q76l1 is a 5=page "Survey of Collegiate 
Nursing Education Programs in New England." 


(Mental Health) QR 1293 - "A Study of Mental Health Research in the 

Southern Region" is being conducted by the Program in Mental Health Training 
and Research of the Southern Regional Education Board, 130 Sixth Street, N.W., 
Atlanta 13, Georgia. Q/62 is a 2l-page survey form for the research 
administrators and Q763 is a 6-page survey form for investigators. Q763 also 
has a form "Notice of Research Project" which is to be filled out and sent 

to the Bio-Sciences Information Exchange of the Smithsonian Institution. 


(Faculty-Librarian Relationships) QR 1284 - A 5=page questionnaire sent to 
librarians and faculty members at 374 colleges entitled "Faculty-Librarian 
Relationships."' This questionnaire is part of a doctoral dissertation. 


(Athletics - Spectators) QR 1298 - A 2-page "Survey Form - Educating for 
Spectating" is part of a survey which "is designed to reach over 300 colleges 
and high schools" of a midwestern state. The covering letter is dated 

April 1, 1959. The title of the investigation is "Educating for Spectating: A 
Survey of Means, Media and Methods Used in the Education and Indirect Behavioral 
Control of Sport Spectators."' This survey "will entail a study of procedures 
and activities utilized by athletic administrators as they have attempted to 
curb problems of spectator behavior and sportsmanship." 


(English Language Preparation) QR 303 has resulted in a 2-page abstract 
entitled "English Language Preparation Required of Prospective Teachers of 
High Schcol English in American Colleges and Universities." 


(Grading Systems - Grade Distribution) QR 836 (previously reported) has 
resulted in a 3-page summary, dated April 9, 1959, of 63 replies to the 
questionnaire. The results are being sent to all persons who have made 
inquiries about the questionnaire. 


(Foreign Students) QR 1270 - A questionnaire entitled "Students From the 
United Kingdom" was circulated to American colleges and universities by the 
British Embassy, Washington, D.C. Distribution, in October 1958, was to 
“institutions of higher education in the United States." The completed forms 
are used to prepare lists for the consuls in the corresponding consular 
districts so that the students can be made aware of the services available to 


them while they are in the U.S.A. The study probably will be repeated this fall. 


(Status of Higher Education - St. Louis) QR 1281 - A 12-part questionnaire has 


been circulated by the Committee on Higher Educational Needs of Metropolitan 


St. Louis, 1517 South Theresa Street, St. Louis 4, Missouri, to survey the 


status of higher education within the Metropolitan St. Louis area. 


(Languages) QR 884 (previously reported) has resulted in an article entitled 
"The Present Status of ‘Independent Study' in Languages," in The French 
Review, February, 1959. 


